
• Welcome – Ms Michelle Carroll, Principal

• Teaching & Learning – Mrs Ceri Lloyd, Deputy Principal - Teaching & Learning

• Senior Years & VCE 2023 – Mrs Alison Cassidy, Director of Senior Years

• Tertiary Information – Mrs Kristy Tine, Careers Practitioner

• PFA Welcome – Mrs Roxanne Ktenavos, PFA President
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The Journey to Academic Achievement







Teaching and Learning – Senior Years
Mrs Ceri Lloyd Deputy Principal - Teaching & Learning





TEACHERS
1. How do you know 

students are thinking in 
your classroom?

2. How do you plan for 
student thinking?

3. How do you give 
feedback on student’s 

thinking?

St Catherine’s 
Thinking Agenda

STUDENTS

1. How do I develop 
my thinking in my classes?

2. How do I develop skills 
and strategies for my 

learning?

3. How do I reflect on 
my learning?



Feedback on Learning 

•Feedback is not just grades
•Verbal feedback
•Written feedback
•Group/peer feedback
•Reflecting on their progress
•Learning Behaviours



Portal Assessment and Feedback



Portal Assessment and Feedback



What is Senior Years Academic Advisory 2023?
We thrive in our learning & wellbeing

The Academic Advisory program aligns with the Wellness and Health 
program and the Student Voice Program at Year 7 to 12. The program 
aligns with our Teaching and Learning Framework and the character 
dispositions and learning continuum.

Academic Advisory sessions are where we introduce students to 
specific learning and study strategies and skills, giving them an 
opportunity to apply a strategy and then reflect and review their
approach linked to explicit success criteria.



What does Academic Advisory look like?

 Every Tuesday

 Each Module takes 3 Academic Advisory 
sessions

 Always in Tutor Rooms run by Tutor 
teachers. 

 May also be supported by HOF & subject 
teachers in delivering a subject specific 
module 

 Three Week Modules:  
1. Introduction 

 2. Application 
 3. Reflection and review





Term 1 Focus Areas

Organisation 
for study 

A range of 
study skills 

and strategies

The best 
mindset for 

study

Setting up 
your study 

spaces

How to use 
ICT to support 

your study

Effective 
notetaking 

skills

Timed writing 
skills

Revision skills 
and strategies

Just to name 
a few …



Learnings from 
2020 & 2021

“(Students) will go back to their teachers and say: can 
we do things differently?”

“You’re going to have a lot of young people who have 
experienced different forms of learning in this crisis, 

learning that was more fun, more empowering.” 

Schools are first and foremost about strong 
relationships and that must not be compromised.

Andreas Schleicher - Director for Education and Skills, and Special Advisor on Education Policy to the Secretary-General at 
the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) in Paris

Senior Years Learning Model Years 10 & 11



Rationale for 
Implementing 
the Independent 
Learning 
Tutorials in 2021

St Catherine’s will continue to adapt its model 
of learning and educational platform in a way 
that meets the needs of our students.

Embrace the benefits of both face-to face 
teaching and online delivery for students.

Natural and necessary step to allow St 
Catherine’s to evolve, stay relevant and lead 
in a hybrid learning model.

Develop through this learning model the 
character dispositions of bold, independent, 
resilient and creative.



Rationale Key 
Priority: 
Positive Student 
Outcomes

Flexibility to enable students to access the Masterclass lectures 
and Online Tutorials in an asynchronous mode, either during a 
timetabled lesson time or at a time of their choosing.

Opportunities to access the Masterclass and Online Tutorials as 
many times as they wish to reinforce their learning.

Providing more choice and independence for students to control 
the pace of their learning.

Supporting students to develop greater independence with their 
own learning.

Developing students skills in synthesising content, note taking & 
critical engagement allowing for deeper learning.

Opportunities for measurable improvement in student engagement 
and results.

Giving students the skills 
& dispositions for post 
school pathways & tertiary 
study:



Year 10 and 11 
Academic 

Model

Complemented by

Independent Learning 
Tutorials (ILT) 

+ Independent Study

Independent Homework Tasks

+ Masterclass Lecture

Masterclass

3-5 per Term

+ Flexi-Tute

Student access to Teachers 

and Facilities

10 Face-2-Face Lessons

Independent 
Learning Tutorials 



Flexi-Tutes

A designated time in the student’s 
timetable where students work 

independently without direct face 
to face teaching encouraging 

collaboration, greater 
independence, autonomy and 

flexibility in their learning. 

This may involve viewing their 
Masterclasses/Tutorials, 
completing any set work, 
activities, questions and 

reading. 

The teacher’s role during the 
Flexi-Tutes is to encourage and 

support students to work 
independently in their learning 

It is an expectation that 
students have viewed their 

Masterclasses and 
completed any set study as 

per the deadlines set by their 
teachers.

Students may choose to:
• View a masterclass resource
• Do private study in a subject of choice
• Work in another place to do other work.  E.g. Art, Music or 

LOTE oral session (permission should be gained from the 
relevant teacher)

• Access the Flexi-Tute teacher in the Library



Masterclass Lectures/Tutorials: What will they look like?

Masterclasses will cover 
a range of the following: 

lectures on concepts, 
content and skills

Skills could be reading, 
writing, listening or 
practical (Art & PE)

Instructions and 
purpose (for individual 

or group work)

Viewing and listening to 
a range of relevant 

multimedia

Some video recordings 
by your teacher

Links to further reading 
and stimulus materials 

to expand on your 
thinking

Independent study & 
homework tasks

There will be 
differences in the 

approach to 
Masterclasses in 
various subjects



Survey 
Evidence

Student surveys on Formstack

Student Focus groups

Staff surveys

Anecdotal conversations & feedback from students & teachers

72% of students are highly engaged or engaged with the 
Masterclasses.

61% of students agree or strongly agree that the Masterclass is 
allowing them to become more independent.

70% of students agree or strongly agree that the Masterclass is 
clear and easy to follow.



“The Masterclasses 
have been 

beneficial in their 
ability to provide me 

time to choose 
between the types 
of work I wish to 

prioritise and 
complete.”



Awarded an 
excellence 
award for
Innovation in 
Learning 
Environment 
Design 



Senior Years Wellbeing
VCE 2023

Mrs Alison Cassidy, Director of Senior Years



Practical Strategies for Managing Stress and Anxiety
1. Refrain from demonising stress
Show empathy: "I can see you're really worried about this [TEST/ESSAY//PRESENTATION/FRIENDSHIP ISSUE]"

2. Don't go into fix-it mode

3. Acknowledge what she is going through
"I think the reason you are feeling worried right now is because you really care. 
You're [studies/friendship/performance] is important to you.
If you didn't care, you wouldn't be stressed. 
I value this character in you"

4. Remind her that small amounts of stress is a good thing
… when coupled with sleep
"You know, this stressful experience you're having is 
actually really useful, as it's going to make you hyper-
focussed, improve your concentration, force you to think 
through different scenarios"

5. Give her time/space to fix it herself
Ask: "Do you need anything from me?"



Head of Year 11 (Term 1)
Mrs Tracey Mc Callum

Head of Year 12
Mrs Linda Morgan

Head of Year 11
Ms Vicki Spanos

Head of Year 10
Ms Roslyn McCulloch

Senior Years | Wellbeing Team



Careers Practitioner
Mrs Kristy Tine

Senior Years Psychologist
Ms Georgina Speak



Head of English
Ms Mary-Anne Keratiotis

Head of Mathematics
Ms Danae Salipas

Head of Arts
Mrs Vicki Marinelli

Head of Health &
Physical Education

Ms Debbie Thompson

Head of Humanities
Mr Paul Gilby

Head of Science
Ms Vanessa Jackson-McRae

Head of Languages
Ms Anna Pianezze

Head of Learning Plus
Ms Elka Gaensler



 Technology powered Wellbeing sessions.

 Exceptional content with tailored scope 

and sequence to address our student 

needs.

 Staff and parent training so everyone 

feels confident to help.

 Rigorous measurement without the 

effort.



The Victorian Curriculum and Assessment 
Authority (VCAA) coordinate the VCE.



Acceleration.
 Performance in the subject to be studied in VCE (A grade or higher)
 Language proficiency (B+ grade or higher in English/EAL)
 B+ grade average in all other subjects during the year (variation may occur if a student 

receives a low grade in a subject unrelated to the intended course of study.) 
 Organisational ability reflected in learning behaviours in all subjects.



How do subjects contribute to the ATAR?





How does a 
student 
obtain a 
VCE?



How does a 
student 
obtain a 
VCE?

VCE 
Housekeeping
Assessment 
Calendars

 Print out.
 Post up.
 Check in.



Attendance 
Requirements

80% Attendance Requirement

Possible consequence is an ‘N’ for that Unit.

Letters to parents issued when concerns arise.

Absences must be supported by a medical 
certificate or a satisfactory and reasonable 
explanation from parent/guardian in writing.



Rescheduling 
a 

SAC/Outcome 

Cases where SACs can be rescheduled:
a. Illness (with medical certificate)
b. School events (sport, excursion, etc.)
c. If a student has 3 SACs scheduled for one day

Cases where SACs may not be rescheduled:
a. If a student is not feeling prepared for the SAC
b. Illness (when no medical certificate is provided)
c. Family holidays

*IMPORTANT to note

 If a student is absent on the 
rescheduled date, they must provide 
another certificate.

 If student fails to provide suitable 
evidence for an absence, they will 
receive ‘0’ for that assessment.



Rescheduling 
a 

SAC/Outcome

All SAC dates are on the Portal. 
Fountain > VCE > Sac Calendar.

If a student is unable to attend school for a SAC/ Outcome it is 
important that the student emails the subject teacher ASAP to 
inform them of their absence.

The student must complete the rescheduling form as soon as 
possible. Ideally, no later than the date they have returned to 
school and back to good health.

Any application for missing a SAC on medical grounds must 
be supported by a statement from an independent medical 
practitioner who has seen the student at the time of the SAC 
(ideally on the day of the SAC).

SACs will be rescheduled for a Thursday afternoon in the 
Upper Library.



VCAA Approved Special Provisions

Derived Examination Scores (DES)

Special Arrangements for External Examinations (including emergency)

Special Arrangements for School-Based Coursework

Students may apply to VCAA for Special Examination Arrangements if they are adversely effected in a significant way by:

Mental Health 
Condition Health Impairment Physical Disability Specific Learning or 

Language Disorder Hearing Impairment Vision Impairment



2023 
Key Dates

Unit 3 and 4 enrolment finalised-21st February

Trial GAT (General Achievement Test) - 10th May

Applications for Special Provisions for Examinations due 8th April

The GAT : 15th June

Preference Applications Due- End of Term 3

Unit 3/4 Trial Exams: Term 3 Break

VCAA Oral/Performance Exams: 2nd – 29th October 

VCAA Written Exams: 24h October – 15th November

VCE Results Available- Mid December

Offers (Early offers – mid December, Main Round – mid January)



Where to find 
important 

information

The Portal 
2023 SAC/SAT and Outcome schedules

News and Wellbeing information

VCAA website
Study Designs

Past examinations
Provisional information

VTAC Website
SEAS applications

General ATAR information



Tertiary Information

Mrs Kristy Tine, Careers Practitioner



2022 Year 12 
Tertiary 
Trends

VTAC OFFERS
Over 50% of offers were across Commerce, Arts and 

Creative Arts

UNIVERSITY OFFERS
45% of offers were made by University of Melbourne followed 

by Monash University at 30%

OVERSEAS OFFERS
Overseas application to UK, US and Hong Kong University's



2023 Senior Years Careers Program
Year 10 Year 11 Year 12

• Morrisby Testing
• Year 10 Career Interviews
• Virtual Work Experience

• Year 11 Career Interviews
• Career Portfolio

• Year 12 Career Interviews
• Early entry applications
• Individual VTAC application

(SEAS & Scholarship)
• Interstate Applications
• Overseas Application and 

Examinations

Year 10, 11 and 12 Information 
sessions

• Careers Expo-17th May 2023
• Scholarship
• GAP year
• Interstate applications
• Overseas Applications
• Personal Statements
• Course requirements UCAT/CASPer

VCE External Education

• External Language providers
• Vocational Education and Training 

(VET)
• University Enhancement (University of 

Melbourne and Deakin University)
• Traineeships
• Virtual Schools Victoria (VSV)
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